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title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn is a comprehensive exploration
into the art of jazz and contemporary music harmony, providing musicians and composers with
innovative methods to enrich their harmonic vocabulary. Authored by Randy Felts, a seasoned
music educator and jazz performer, this book delves into various reharmonization techniques that
can transform simple melodies into complex, emotionally compelling pieces. Whether you're a
beginner looking to understand fundamental concepts or an advanced musician seeking
sophisticated approaches, this resource offers valuable insights to elevate your harmonic
understanding.

Understanding Reharmonization and Its Importance

Reharmonization is a musical technique involving the replacement or alteration of the original chords
in a progression to create new harmonic colors and emotional effects. It is a powerful tool in jazz
improvisation, composition, and arrangement, allowing musicians to add complexity, surprise, and
personal expression to standard tunes.

Why Reharmonize?

- Enhance Musical Interest: Reharmonization introduces unexpected chord changes that can
captivate listeners.

- Express Personal Style: It offers musicians a way to imprint their unique voice onto familiar
melodies.

- Create Emotional Depth: Different chords evoke different feelings; reharmonization can deepen
the emotional impact of a piece.

- Improve Harmonic Vocabulary: Practicing various reharmonization techniques broadens a
musician's understanding of harmony and voice leading.

Overview of Randy Felts? Approach to Reharmonization

Randy Felts? book emphasizes a systematic approach to reharmonization, blending theoretical
foundations with practical application. His techniques encourage musicians to think creatively about
chord substitution, voice leading, and modal interchange, fostering versatility in harmonic choices.
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Key Principles in Felts? Techniques

- Functional Harmony Understanding: Recognizing how chords function within a key to inform
substitution choices.

- Voice Leading Smoothness: Ensuring chord transitions are smooth and musical.
- Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to add color.
- Chromaticism and Passing Chords: Using chromatic passing tones and chords to create tension

and release.
- Altered Chords and Extensions: Incorporating altered tones and extensions for richer sounds.

Reharmonization Techniques Explored in the Book

Randy Felts introduces a variety of reharmonization techniques, each with practical exercises and
musical examples. Here are some of the core methods discussed:

1. Substituting Tritone and Related Chords

One of the most common reharmonization techniques involves replacing dominant chords with
tritone substitutes, which share similar functions but offer different harmonic colors.

- Example: Replacing a G7 with a Db7 before resolving to Cmaj7 creates a more tense and
colorful sound.

- Application: Use tritone substitutions to add chromatic interest, especially in turnaround
passages.

2. Modal Interchange and Borrowed Chords

This technique involves borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to enrich the harmonic
palette.

- Example: Borrowing a bVI chord (e.g., Ab major) from the parallel minor to add a jazz flavor.
- Application: Insert borrowed chords to evoke different emotional states or create unexpected

shifts.

3. Chord Extensions and Alterations

Adding extensions (9ths, 11ths, 13ths) and alterations (b9, 9, 11, b13) can significantly enhance
harmonic color.
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- Example: Altering a dominant chord to include a b9 or 11 to increase tension before resolution.
- Application: Use extensions to smooth voice leading and add sophistication.

4. Using Diminished and Whole Tone Scales

Incorporating diminished and whole tone scales over certain chords can lead to unique
reharmonizations.

- Example: Superimposing a diminished scale on a dominant chord for a tense, modern sound.
- Application: Ideal for improvisation and creating chromatic lines.

5. Chromatic Passing and Neighboring Chords

Passing chords are chords that fill in the space between diatonic chords, often chromatic in nature.

- Example: Using a chromatic passing chord between G and A to create a smooth voice leading.
- Application: Adds fluidity and complexity to progressions.

Practical Application of Reharmonization Techniques

Implementing reharmonization techniques requires practice and musical intuition. Randy Felts?
book provides exercises that help musicians internalize these methods.

Step-by-Step Approach

- Analyze the Original Progression: Understand the function of each chord within the key.
- Identify Reharmonization Opportunities: Look for chords that can be substituted or altered.
- Apply Techniques: Use the methods outlined, such as tritone substitution or modal interchange.
- Experiment and Listen: Play the new progression and assess its musical effect.
- Refine Voice Leading: Ensure smooth transitions between chords.
- Compose or Improvise Over the Reharmonized Progression: Integrate your new harmonic

language into your playing.

Example Exercise

Take a simple ii?V?I progression in C major:
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- Original: Dm7 ? G7 ? Cmaj7

Reharmonized version:

- Dm7 ? Db7 (tritone substitution for G7) ? Cmaj7

Try different substitutions, extensions, and modal borrowings to create more complex progressions.

Benefits of Mastering Reharmonization Techniques

By exploring the methods presented by Randy Felts, musicians can expect several benefits:

- Enhanced Creativity: Reharmonization challenges musicians to think outside traditional
harmonic conventions.

- Greater Improvisational Freedom: A richer harmonic vocabulary allows for more expressive
improvisations.

- Improved Composition Skills: Understanding how to craft interesting progressions leads to more
compelling original music.

- Deeper Musical Understanding: Studying various techniques deepens theoretical knowledge
and practical skills.

Resources and Further Learning

Apart from Felts? book, aspiring reharmonizers can explore additional resources:

- Jazz Theory Book by Mark Levine
- Modern Chord Progressions by Ted Greene
- Online courses on jazz harmony and reharmonization techniques
- Transcribing solos and arrangements to see reharmonization in action

Conclusion

title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn offers a detailed and practical guide for
musicians eager to expand their harmonic horizons. Through a combination of theoretical insights
and hands-on exercises, Randy Felts equips players with the tools to creatively reimagine melodies
and chord progressions. Mastering these techniques opens new expressive avenues, allowing
musicians to craft more emotionally resonant and innovative music. Whether used in jazz
improvisation, composition, or arrangement, reharmonization remains a vital skill for advancing
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musical artistry. Embrace the methods discussed, experiment boldly, and elevate your harmonic
language to new heights.
 
Title Reharmonization Techniques Author Randy Felts OpenISBN: An In-Depth Exploration

title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn ? a phrase that might seem like a
cryptic code to many but is actually a gateway into the nuanced art of transforming musical
compositions through sophisticated harmonic strategies. For musicians, arrangers, and music
theorists alike, understanding how to reharmonize a piece opens up a universe of creative
possibilities, allowing a familiar melody to be reborn with fresh emotional color and harmonic
complexity. At the forefront of this exploration stands Randy Felts, whose authoritative work on
reharm techniques, accessible through the OpenISBN platform, offers invaluable insights into this
intricate craft.

This article aims to dissect Felts? approaches, examining the core principles, practical techniques,
and theoretical underpinnings of his methods. Whether you're a seasoned jazz musician or a
student eager to deepen your harmonic vocabulary, understanding Felts? reharmonization
techniques can significantly elevate your musical artistry.

The Foundations of Reharmonization: Understanding the Basics

Before delving into Felts? specific techniques, it?s essential to grasp the fundamental concept of
reharmonization itself. At its core, reharmonization involves replacing or modifying the underlying
chords of a melody without altering its core pitch content. The goal is often to enhance emotional
expression, introduce harmonic surprise, or better support the melodic line.

Why Reharmonize?

- To add variety to familiar tunes
- To explore different emotional landscapes
- To create smoother voice-leading
- To adapt a melody to a different stylistic context

Key Principles of Reharmonization

- Preservation of the Melody: The melody remains the primary focus; harmonic changes serve as
a backdrop.

- Harmonic Coherence: Changes should maintain or enhance harmonic coherence and
voice-leading.
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- Stylistic Consistency: Reharmonic choices should align with the intended musical style or mood.

Randy Felts? work emphasizes a systematic approach to these principles, providing tools and
techniques to make reharmonization both creative and theoretically sound.

Randy Felts? Approach to Reharmonization

Randy Felts, a respected theorist and educator, has contributed extensively to understanding how to
apply reharmonization techniques practically. His methodology combines traditional harmonic
concepts with innovative strategies, making complex ideas accessible to musicians at various levels.

Core Elements of Felts? Techniques

- Functional Substitutions: Replacing chords with their substitutes that share similar functions.
- Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys.
- Chromatic Voice-Leading: Using chromaticism to create smooth or surprising transitions.
- Tritone Substitutions: Replacing dominant chords with tritone substitutes to add tension and

color.
- Passing and Neighboring Chords: Adding transitional chords to smooth out or embellish

progressions.

Felts advocates a strategic combination of these techniques, tailored to the mood, style, and
harmonic context of the piece.

Practical Reharmonization Techniques Described by Randy Felts

- Functional Substitutions and Diatonic Reharmonization

One of Felts? foundational techniques involves substituting chords with functionally equivalent or
related chords. For example:

- Substituting a ii chord with a IV chord: Instead of a typical ii?V progression, replace the ii with a
IV to introduce a different color while maintaining harmonic function.

- Using subV7 chords: For dominant chords, replace V7 with their tritone substitutes (e.g., replace
G7 with Db7) to create more tension and intrigue.

These substitutions often involve understanding the underlying functions:
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- Tonic (I)
- Subdominant (IV)
- Dominant (V)

Practical example:

In a ii?V?I progression (Dm7?G7?Cmaj7), replacing G7 with Db7 (tritone sub) yields
Dm7?Db7?Cmaj7, adding chromatic interest.

- Modal Interchange for Color and Mood

Felts emphasizes the power of borrowing from parallel modes or keys to color a progression:

- Borrowing from the parallel minor: Using chords like Bb major in a C major context to add a
darker hue.

- Using modal chords like the IV from the Dorian or Mixolydian modes.

Example:

In a jazz standard in C major, replacing an F major chord with an F minor (borrowed from C minor)
can evoke a more somber or introspective mood.

- Chromatic Voice-Leading and Passing Chords

Felts advocates for the use of chromaticism to create smooth or startling transitions:

- Chromatic passing chords: Inserted between diatonic chords to create tension or lead smoothly.
- Voice-leading principles: Moving individual notes by half steps to achieve fluid transitions.

Example:

Between G7 and Cmaj7, inserting an Ab7 chord (a chromatic passing chord) can create a smooth
chromatic glide.

- Tritone Substitutions and Their Creative Uses
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A hallmark of Felts? techniques involves the use of tritone substitutions to add harmonic color and
tension:

- Replacing a V7 chord with its tritone substitute (e.g., D7 with Ab7).
- Using tritone substitutions to pivot between unrelated keys.

Application:

In a blues progression, substituting the V7 with a tritone substitute can lead to unexpected harmonic
shifts, enriching the harmonic palette.

- Embellishing Progressions with Passing and Neighboring Chords

To make progressions more interesting, Felts suggests adding passing chords or neighboring
chords:

- Passing chords connect two diatonic chords through a chromatic or stepwise approach.
- Neighboring chords temporarily embellish a main chord.

Example:

Adding a Ddim7 between Dm7 and G7 enhances voice-leading and adds tension.

Reharmonization in Practice: Step-by-Step Process

Randy Felts offers a systematic framework for reharmonization:

- Identify the Melody and Original Chord Progression:

Start by analyzing the tune?s harmony and melodic contours.

- Determine the Stylistic Intent:

Decide whether the reharmonization aims for jazz, pop, classical, or other styles.
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- Select Appropriate Techniques:

Choose from substitutions, modal borrowing, chromaticism, etc., based on the desired effect.

- Apply Voice-Leading Principles:

Ensure smooth movement of individual voices for coherence.

- Test the New Progression:

Sing or instrumentally play the reharmonized version to assess its musicality and emotional impact.

- Refine and Iterate:

Make adjustments, exploring different combinations until achieving the desired sound.

Examples from Famous Songs and How Felts? Techniques Apply

Example 1: ?Autumn Leaves?

The standard progression involves ii?V?I chords in both keys. Reharmonizing this using Felts?
techniques could involve:

- Substituting the V7 chords with their tritone counterparts.
- Borrowing modal chords from the parallel minor to add depth.
- Using chromatic passing chords to smooth transitions.

Example 2: ?All The Things You Are?

This complex jazz standard benefits from various reharm techniques:

- Modal interchange to shift tonal centers.
- Tritone substitutions for dominant chords.
- Embellishments with passing chords for voice-leading.

Theoretical Significance and Educational Value
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Randy Felts? work on reharmonization techniques serves as a bridge between theoretical
understanding and practical application. His approach demystifies complex concepts like modal
interchange and tritone substitution, making them accessible to students and professionals alike.

Educational Impact:

- Provides clear, step-by-step methods.
- Encourages experimentation within harmonic boundaries.
- Enhances improvisational skills through harmonic flexibility.

Theoretical Significance:

- Deepens understanding of functional harmony.
- Demonstrates how modal and chromatic elements can be integrated seamlessly.
- Promotes creative harmonic thinking beyond traditional rules.

Accessing Randy Felts? Work and Resources

Randy Felts? insights are available through various educational platforms and publications,
including the OpenISBN platform, which hosts his works in digital formats. His publications often
include:

- Detailed explanations of reharmonization techniques.
- Transcribed examples from jazz and popular music.
- Exercises for practical application.

Aspiring musicians and theorists are encouraged to explore his materials to deepen their
understanding and expand their harmonic toolkit.

Conclusion: Elevating Your Musical Language

Reharmonization remains one of the most powerful tools for musical expression. Randy Felts?
techniques, as detailed through his writings and teachings, provide a comprehensive roadmap for
exploring harmonic innovation. Whether you aim to craft more emotionally compelling arrangements,
improvise with richer harmonic context, or simply understand the intricacies of chord relationships,
Felts? approach offers valuable guidance.

By mastering these reharmonization techniques, musicians can breathe new life into familiar

Published by: horochovec.com.br Page 10 of 32



SCALES APPROACH TRITONE SUBSTITUTION LEARN JAZZ STANDARDS Tuto... Vol. 2025, Issue 10

melodies, craft unique harmonic landscapes, and push the boundaries of their musical creativity. As
you continue to experiment and apply these strategies, remember that the essence of
reharmonization lies in both understanding the theoretical foundations and trusting your musical
intuition to create emotionally resonant music.

Disclaimer: For detailed access to Randy Felts? full techniques and teachings, refer to his published
works available on platforms like OpenISBN and other educational resources dedicated to music
theory and jazz harmony.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the main reharmonization techniques discussed in Randy Felts' 'Title
Reharmonization Techniques'? Randy Felts explores various reharmonization methods such as
modal interchange, secondary dominants, tritone substitutions, and chromatic approach chords to
creatively alter and enhance song progressions. How does Randy Felts suggest approaching
reharmonization for different musical genres in his book? Felts emphasizes adapting
reharmonization techniques to suit the stylistic context, whether jazz, pop, or classical, by
considering genre-specific harmonic language and listener expectations. What is the significance of
'Title Reharmonization Techniques' in modern songwriting and arrangement? The book provides
practical strategies for composers and arrangers to add richness, complexity, and originality to their
harmonic progressions, making their music more engaging and expressive. Does Randy Felts' book
include practical exercises for mastering reharmonization? Yes, it features numerous exercises and
examples designed to help musicians practice and internalize various reharmonization techniques
effectively. What level of musical knowledge is required to understand 'Title Reharmonization
Techniques'? The book is suitable for intermediate to advanced musicians with a basic
understanding of music theory, harmony, and chord progressions. Are there specific examples or
case studies included in Randy Felts' book? Yes, the book contains detailed analyses of real songs
and compositions, illustrating how different reharmonization techniques can be applied in practice.
How does Randy Felts' approach differ from other reharmonization methods in literature? Felts
emphasizes a systematic and flexible approach, combining theoretical foundations with creative
application, making his techniques accessible yet sophisticated for various musical contexts. Is 'Title
Reharmonization Techniques' suitable for composers looking to modernize their harmonic
language? Absolutely, the book offers tools and insights that help composers incorporate
contemporary harmonic ideas into their work, fostering innovation and freshness. What resources or
supplementary materials are provided with Randy Felts' book? The book includes audio examples,
chord charts, and practice exercises to enhance understanding and application of the
reharmonization techniques. Where can I find more information or purchase 'Title Reharmonization
Techniques' by Randy Felts? The book is available through major retailers, online bookstores, and
the publisher's website. You can also find additional resources and updates on Randy Felts' official
page or related music education platforms. 

 
Related keywords: title reharmonization, Randy Felts, jazz reharmonization, music theory, chord
substitution, jazz harmony, reharmonization techniques, jazz arranging, openISBN, music
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frank mantooth chord voicing

Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing: An In-Depth Guide to Advanced Jazz Harmony

Frank Mantooth chord voicing is a term that resonates deeply within the jazz and contemporary
music communities. Renowned for his sophisticated harmonic language and innovative approach to
chord voicing, Mantooth's methods have influenced countless musicians seeking to elevate their
harmonic palette. Whether you are a jazz pianist, guitarist, or composer, understanding his
principles of chord voicing can significantly enhance your improvisational and compositional skills.
This comprehensive guide aims to explore the core concepts, practical applications, and advanced
techniques associated with Frank Mantooth's approach to chord voicing.

Understanding Frank Mantooth?s Approach to Chord Voicing

Background and Musical Philosophy

Frank Mantooth (1938?2004) was a celebrated jazz pianist, arranger, and educator whose harmonic
innovations emphasized voice leading, chord substitution, and tonal color. His approach to chord
voicing was rooted in a deep understanding of jazz harmony, combined with a desire to create
smooth, expressive, and colorful harmonic textures.

Mantooth believed that effective chord voicing should serve both the melodic line and the overall
emotional tone of a piece. He emphasized the importance of voice leading, ensuring that each chord
transition moves smoothly and logically from one to the next. His techniques often involve the use of
drop 2 and drop 3 voicings, chord extensions, and non-diatonic substitutions to craft rich harmonic
progressions.

Core Principles of Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

1. Voice Leading and Smooth Transitions

One of Mantooth?s fundamental principles is that chord voicings should facilitate seamless voice
leading. This involves:

- Minimizing the movement between chord tones
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- Creating smooth melodic lines within the harmony
- Using common tones to connect chords

Practical Tip: When voicing chords, aim for minimal movement of each voice (soprano, alto, tenor,
bass) to maintain coherence and musical flow.

2. Use of Drop Voicings

Drop voicings are a hallmark of Mantooth?s style, especially drop 2 and drop 3 voicings, which
involve rearranging chord tones to produce more open and resonant sounds.

- Drop 2 Voicing: Dropping the second highest note of a closed-position chord an octave lower.
- Drop 3 Voicing: Dropping the third highest note an octave lower.

These voicings allow for greater flexibility and color in harmonic textures and are especially useful in
jazz piano and arranging.

3. Extension and Color Tones

Mantooth often incorporated chord extensions (9ths, 11ths, 13ths) to add richness and complexity.

- Use extensions selectively to highlight melodic lines
- Avoid overcrowding the harmony by choosing appropriate tensions
- Voice extensions so they do not clash with the melody

4. Chord Substitutions and Non-Diatonic Colors

He was also known for employing chord substitutions, including tritone substitutions, to create more
adventurous progressions and harmonic interest.

- Tritone Substitution: Replacing a dominant chord with another a tritone away
- Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys
- Using non-diatonic chords to add color and surprise

Practical Techniques for Applying Mantooth?s Chord Voicing
Methods

1. Building Drop 2 Voicings
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To construct a drop 2 voicing:

- Start with a close-position seventh chord (e.g., Cmaj7: C?E?G?B).
- Identify the second highest note (G).
- Drop that note an octave lower (G becomes G an octave below).
- Arrange the notes for comfortable voicing on your instrument.

Example:

Cmaj7 (Close): C?E?G?B

Drop 2 voicing: G?C?E?B (with G an octave below)

This creates a more open and resonant sound suitable for jazz comping and improvisation.

2. Incorporating Extensions and Tensions

Add tensions to chords for color:

- For a Cmaj7 chord, add the 9th (D), 11th (F), or 13th (A).
- Voicing example: G?C?E?A (adding the 13th) with extensions placed in the right register.

Tip: Keep extensions in the upper parts and avoid overcrowding the lower voices.

3. Voice Leading Between Chords

Ensure each voice moves as little as possible:

- When transitioning from a Cmaj7 to an Fmaj7, move common tones (E to F, B to C) smoothly.
- Use common tones as anchors to minimize movement.

Example:

Cmaj7: C?E?G?B

Fmaj7: F?A?C?E

Voicing Fmaj7 so that C and E are common tones creates a smooth progression.
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4. Using Substitutions for Creative Progressions

Implement tritone substitutions to add harmonic interest:

- Replace G7 with D?7 when resolving to C major.
- Voicing D?7 with the root omitted and extensions in place for a more modern sound.

Advanced Applications of Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

1. Chord Clusters and Non-Linear Voicings

Mantooth often used clusters?groups of closely spaced notes? to create tension and color.

- Combine extensions and chord tones to form clusters
- Use non-linear voicings that deviate from traditional root-position chords for expressive effects

2. Modal and Quartal Voicings

Incorporate modal concepts and quartal harmony:

- Use quartal voicings built on fourths (e.g., C?F?Bb)
- Blend modal colors with traditional jazz harmony

3. Arranging and Orchestrating with Mantooth?s Techniques

His approach is invaluable in arranging:

- Assign voicings to different instruments for a lush sound
- Use drop voicings for piano and guitar to enhance texture
- Balance the use of extensions and substitutions across the ensemble

Practice Exercises for Mastering Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

- Exercise 1: Construct drop 2 and drop 3 voicings for all major and minor seventh chords in all
keys.

- Exercise 2: Practice voice leading between ii?V?I progressions using drop voicings and
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extensions.
- Exercise 3: Incorporate chord substitutions, such as tritone substitutions, into standard jazz

progressions.
- Exercise 4: Experiment with clusters and modal voicings in different harmonic contexts.

Conclusion: Embracing Mantooth?s Harmonic Philosophy

Frank Mantooth?s chord voicing techniques are a testament to the power of thoughtful, expressive
harmony. His emphasis on voice leading, color, and innovative substitutions offers a rich toolkit for
jazz musicians and composers aiming to craft compelling harmonic landscapes. By mastering drop
voicings, extensions, and substitutions, and integrating these principles into your playing or
arranging, you can achieve a sophisticated and uniquely personal sound. Whether used in solo
improvisation, ensemble arrangements, or composition, Mantooth?s approach to chord voicing
opens doors to limitless creative possibilities in jazz harmony.

Keywords: Frank Mantooth, chord voicing, jazz harmony, drop 2 voicing, drop 3 voicing, voice
leading, chord extensions, jazz arrangement, harmonic color, tritone substitution
 
Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing: An In-Depth Exploration of His Harmonic Philosophy and Application

The realm of jazz and contemporary harmony has long been enriched by the pioneering work of
Frank Mantooth, a composer, arranger, and educator whose innovative approach to chord voicing
has left an indelible mark on musicians worldwide. Central to his harmonic language is a distinctive
approach often referred to as Frank Mantooth chord voicing, a method that combines traditional jazz
voicing techniques with modern, sophisticated nuances, creating lush, rich textures that enhance
musical expression. This article delves deeply into the principles, applications, and influence of
Frank Mantooth's chord voicing methods, offering both theoretical insights and practical guidance for
musicians seeking to incorporate his approach into their playing and arranging.

Understanding the Foundations of Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

At its core, Frank Mantooth chord voicing is rooted in a thorough understanding of jazz harmony,
voice-leading, and the aesthetic balance between complexity and clarity. Mantooth's approach
emphasizes clarity of the harmonic structure, smooth voice-leading, and the use of specific voicing
strategies that serve both the melodic line and the harmonic depth of a piece.

The Philosophical Underpinnings

Mantooth believed that effective voicings should serve the musical context, blending the richness of
jazz harmony with accessibility for performers and listeners alike. He favored voicing techniques
that:
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- Provide a full, balanced sound without unnecessary clutter
- Facilitate smooth, logical voice-leading between chords
- Highlight essential chord tones while supporting non-chord tones tastefully
- Incorporate modern extensions and alterations in a musical, expressive manner

Core Concepts in Mantooth's Chord Voicing Philosophy

Several key ideas underpin Frank Mantooth's approach:

- Voice-Leading Priority: Ensuring that individual voices move in a stepwise or smoothly
connected manner.

- Use of Open Voicings: Spreading chord tones across wider intervals to create a spacious
sound.

- Selective Extension Use: Employing ninths, elevenths, thirteenths, and altered tones judiciously
to add color.

- Rootless Voicings: Often omitting the root to allow for more flexible and space-efficient voicings,
especially in ensemble settings.

- Incorporation of Non-Chord Tones: Using passing tones, neighbor tones, and suspensions to
add interest and voice movement.

Characteristics of Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

Diving into the specific characteristics reveals how Mantooth's approach distinguishes itself from
other jazz voicing techniques.

- Balanced Use of Intervals

Mantooth's voicings often feature carefully chosen intervals that balance consonance and
dissonance. For example:

- Use of fourths and sixths for open, modern sounds
- Strategic inclusion of altered tones for tension
- Avoidance of overly dense clusters unless stylistically appropriate

- Progressive Extension Incorporation

Unlike traditional triads or seventh chords, Mantooth's voicings frequently incorporate extensions
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such as ninths, elevenths, and thirteenths, enriching the harmonic palette.

- Emphasis on Smooth Voice-Leading

He prioritized voice movement that is minimal and directed, creating seamless transitions from chord
to chord. This involves:

- Moving inner voices by half or whole steps
- Avoiding large leaps unless stylistically justified
- Using common tones as anchors

- Rootless and Flexible Voicings

Omitting the root when possible frees up space for other tones and allows for more varied voicing
options, especially in ensemble contexts where the bass provides the root.

- Colorful Alterations and Tensions

Mantooth's voicings often include alterations like b9, 9, 11, and b13 to add color and
expressiveness, especially in jazz improvisation and arrangements.

Practical Applications of Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

Understanding the principles is vital, but applying them effectively is where musicians truly benefit.
Below are practical guidelines and examples demonstrating how Mantooth's voicing approach can
be implemented.

1. Voicing Major and Minor Chords

- Use open voicings that spread the chord tones across the register
- For a Cmaj7, a typical Mantooth voicing might be: E (3rd) - B (7th) - G (5th) - C (root omitted or

doubled in bass)
- Incorporate extensions: D (9th) or 13th in the upper voices

2. Voicing Dominant Chords
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- Emphasize the altered tones for tension: G79 or G7b13
- For example, G79 voicing: B (3rd) - F (7th) - Ab (b13) - D (9th)
- Use rootless voicings to allow space for these tensions

3. Handling Dissonance and Resolutions

- Use passing tones within voicings to smooth transitions
- Employ suspensions or neighbor tones to create musical interest
- Example: Moving from a G7 to Cmaj7 with voice-leading that resolves a dissonant tone (e.g., 9

resolving down to 3rd)

4. Arranging with Mantooth?s Voicing Techniques

- When orchestrating for ensembles, assign voicings that spread chord tones across different
instruments

- Use voicing inversions to facilitate smooth transitions and balance within the ensemble
- Incorporate open voicings for more modern, spacious textures

Influence and Legacy of Mantooth?s Voicing Approach

Frank Mantooth's methods have influenced a generation of jazz musicians, arrangers, and
educators. His harmonic philosophies are evident in many modern jazz arrangements and
educational curricula.

Educational Impact

- Mantooth?s instructional materials and clinics emphasized the importance of voice-leading and
harmonic color

- Many jazz curricula incorporate his voicing techniques, especially in advanced harmony courses

Notable Musicians and Arrangers Inspired by Mantooth

- Many contemporary jazz pianists and arrangers adopt his open, colorful voicing style
- His work has influenced modern jazz standards and reharmonization techniques

Integration into Modern Jazz Practice
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- Mantooth?s approach is adaptable across genres, fitting into modal jazz, fusion, and
mainstream jazz contexts

- His principles are foundational in developing a sophisticated harmonic vocabulary

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Frank Mantooth Chord
Voicing

The exploration of Frank Mantooth chord voicing reveals a sophisticated, thoughtful approach to
harmony that balances tradition with innovation. His emphasis on voice-leading, open textures, and
judicious use of extensions has made his techniques a valuable resource for jazz musicians and
arrangers seeking to craft lush, expressive harmonic landscapes.

Mastering Mantooth?s voicing approach requires attentive listening, practice, and an understanding
of harmonic function. But once integrated, it empowers musicians to create arrangements and
performances that are both harmonically rich and stylistically fluid. As jazz continues to evolve, the
principles embedded in his voicing philosophy remain vital, inspiring new generations to explore the
depths of harmonic color and expressive potential.

Whether in solo piano improvisation, big band arranging, or small combo settings, the Frank
Mantooth chord voicing approach offers a versatile, richly textured palette that can elevate any
musical context. Its enduring relevance underscores the importance of harmonic innovation rooted
in musicality and thoughtful voice-leading?a testament to Mantooth?s lasting legacy in jazz
harmony.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is Frank Mantooth chord voicing and why is it important in jazz harmony?
Frank Mantooth chord voicing refers to a style of jazz piano voicings developed or popularized by
composer and educator Frank Mantooth. It emphasizes smooth voice leading, rich harmonies, and
the use of modern chord extensions, making it essential for jazz musicians aiming for sophisticated
and expressive harmonic textures. How can I incorporate Frank Mantooth chord voicings into my
jazz improvisation? To incorporate Mantooth-style voicings, focus on using extended chords, voice
leading principles, and chord inversions that create smooth transitions. Practice voicing common
jazz progressions with these techniques, paying attention to the spacing and the movement of
individual voices to achieve a Mantooth-inspired sound. Are there specific chord types or extensions
associated with Frank Mantooth voicings? Yes, Frank Mantooth's voicings often include extended
chords such as 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths, along with altered tones. He favored voice leading that
connects these chords seamlessly, creating lush and modern harmonic textures. Can I find
transcriptions or examples of Frank Mantooth chord voicings in jazz piano literature? While specific
transcriptions may be limited, many of Frank Mantooth's recordings, arrangements, and instructional
materials showcase his voicing techniques. Studying his published arrangements or lessons can
provide insight into his approach to chord voicing. What are some exercises to practice Frank
Mantooth chord voicings? Practice voicing common jazz progressions (like ii-V-I) using extended
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chords and focus on smooth voice leading. Start with simple triads and gradually add extensions,
experimenting with inversions and spacing. Listening to recordings and transcribing voicings can
also aid in internalizing his style. How does Frank Mantooth's approach to chord voicing differ from
traditional jazz voicings? Mantooth's approach emphasizes modern extensions, voice leading, and
harmonic richness, often incorporating more complex and colorful chord structures than traditional
triadic or basic jazz voicings. His style blends sophistication with a focus on seamless voice
movement. Are there online resources or tutorials specifically dedicated to learning Frank Mantooth
chord voicings? While dedicated tutorials to his voicings are rare, many jazz education websites,
YouTube channels, and instructional books discuss his harmonic concepts and voicing techniques.
Searching for 'Frank Mantooth jazz harmony' or 'modern jazz voicings' can lead to useful resources
and examples. 

 
Related keywords: Frank Mantooth, chord voicing, jazz harmony, chord progression, jazz
arranging, voicing techniques, jazz chords, harmony voicing, jazz piano, chord substitution

Read the full article online: Frank Mantooth Chord Voicing

Reharmonization Techniques

Reharmonization Techniques: Unlocking New Harmonic Possibilities in Music Composition

Reharmonization techniques are essential tools for composers, arrangers, and musicians seeking to
enrich their harmonic vocabulary and breathe new life into familiar melodies. By altering the
harmonic background of a piece, artists can evoke different emotions, create surprising twists, and
add depth to their musical narratives. Whether you're aiming to add sophistication to a simple tune
or explore innovative soundscapes, mastering reharmonization opens up a world of creative
possibilities.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore what reharmonization is, its importance, various
techniques used by musicians worldwide, and practical tips for implementing these methods
effectively.

Understanding Reharmonization

Reharmonization refers to the process of changing the chords or harmonic structure underlying a
melody without altering its original melody line. This technique allows musicians to reinterpret a
piece, giving it a fresh character or emotional nuance. It is widely used in jazz improvisation, film
scoring, pop arrangements, and classical adaptations.
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Why Reharmonize?

- To add emotional depth or contrast
- To modernize a classic tune
- To create harmonic interest and variation
- To adapt a piece to different musical styles or genres
- To facilitate improvisation and soloing

Reharmonization is both an art and a science, requiring a good understanding of harmony, voice
leading, and musical context.

Fundamental Concepts in Reharmonization

Before diving into specific techniques, it's essential to grasp some foundational concepts:

Function of Chords

Chords serve specific functions within a key: tonic (home base), subdominant, and dominant.
Recognizing these functions helps in selecting suitable replacements.

Voice Leading

Smooth transition between chords is crucial. Effective reharmonization maintains good voice leading
to keep the harmonic flow natural.

Modal Interchange

Borrowing chords from parallel modes to add color and variety.

Chord Substitutions

Replacing a chord with another that shares similar harmonic function, often using diatonic or
chromatic substitutes.

Common Reharmonization Techniques

Numerous techniques can be employed to reharmonize a melody. Here are some of the most widely
used methods:

1. Diatonic Substitutions
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Replacing a chord with another diatonic chord within the same key that shares common tones or
functions.

Example:

Replacing a C major chord (I) with an Am (vi) chord, as both contain the note A.

2. Modal Interchange (Borrowed Chords)

Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to introduce new colors.

Example:

Using a bVI chord (e.g., Ab major) in a major key to add a dramatic flair.

3. Tritone Substitution

Replacing a dominant chord with another dominant chord a tritone away, often used to create
smoother bass lines or introduce surprising harmonic shifts.

Example:

Replacing G7 with Db7 when resolving to C major.

4. Chord Extensions and Alterations

Adding 7ths, 9ths, 11ths, or 13ths, or altering chord tones to enrich harmony.

Example:

Transforming a Cmaj7 into a Cmaj9 or C13 for more color.

5. Passing Chords

Inserting chords between diatonic harmony to create smooth or rhythmic interest.

Example:

Using a Dm7 between C and G chords to create a melodic glide.

6. Modal Mixture
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Combining elements from different modes within a key to add richness.

Example:

Inserting a borrowed minor iv chord in a major key.

7. Using Secondary Dominants

Introducing dominant chords that target chords other than the tonic to create tension and resolution.

Example:

Using D7 to lead into G (V of V) in a C major progression.

8. Non-Diatonic Chords

Employing chords outside the key to evoke specific colors or emotions.

Example:

Adding a Neapolitan chord (bII) for a dramatic effect.

Practical Applications of Reharmonization

Applying reharmonization techniques effectively involves understanding the context of the piece and
the desired emotional impact. Here are some practical steps:

Step 1: Analyze the Original Progression

Identify the harmonic structure, functions, and key points of tension and release.

Step 2: Determine Your Goal

Decide whether you want to add color, create contrast, or modernize the piece.

Step 3: Choose Suitable Techniques

Select techniques that align with your goal, such as modal interchange for a darker mood or
secondary dominants for increased tension.

Step 4: Experiment and Iterate
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Try different substitutions or extensions, and listen critically to how they change the piece's
character.

Step 5: Maintain Voice Leading

Ensure smooth transitions between chords to preserve musical coherence.

Step 6: Incorporate Melodic Adjustments if Necessary

Sometimes, slight melody changes can better fit the new harmonic context.

Examples of Reharmonization in Practice

Reharmonizing a Simple Progression

Original progression: C - F - G - C

Reharmonized version:

- C (I)
- Ab (bVI borrowed from parallel minor)
- D7 (secondary dominant leading to G)
- G7 (V7)
- C (I)

This reharmonization introduces modal interchange and secondary dominants, giving the
progression a richer, more colorful sound.

Jazz Standard Reharmonizations

Many jazz standards, such as "Autumn Leaves," are reinterpreted with different chord substitutions
to create unique arrangements. For example, replacing a ii-V progression with tritone sub for a more
modern sound.

Tips for Effective Reharmonization

- Understand the harmonic functions and voice leading principles.
- Use chord substitutions sparingly to avoid clutter.
- Listen to recordings of different versions for inspiration.
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- Experiment with modal interchange to evoke different moods.
- Practice reharmonizing simple melodies before tackling complex pieces.
- Use tools like music theory software or analysis charts to visualize progressions.

Conclusion

Reharmonization techniques are powerful methods to transform and elevate your musical
compositions and arrangements. By mastering various substitution, extension, and modal
techniques, you can add emotional depth, harmonic interest, and stylistic variety to your music.
Whether you're a jazz improviser, classical composer, or pop arranger, understanding and applying
reharmonization techniques will expand your creative palette and enable you to craft more
compelling sonic narratives.

Remember, the key to successful reharmonization lies in thoughtful experimentation, deep harmonic
understanding, and attentive listening. Embrace the possibilities, and let your harmonic imagination
flourish!
 
Reharmonization Techniques: Unlocking New Harmonic Possibilities

Reharmonization is a fundamental and creative tool in the arsenal of composers, arrangers, and
performers alike, enabling the transformation of a familiar melody into a fresh, vibrant harmonic
landscape. This technique involves altering the existing chord progressions that accompany a
melody to evoke different emotional responses, stylistic flavors, or tonal colors. By understanding
and applying reharmonization techniques effectively, musicians can breathe new life into standard
tunes, craft unique accompaniments, and explore a broader palette of harmonic language.

Understanding Reharmonization: Foundations and Concepts

Reharmonization is essentially the art of replacing or modifying chords in a piece without changing
the original melody. Its purpose can range from simply enriching a harmonic texture to radically
redefining the entire emotional tone of a piece.

What Is Reharmonization?

- Definition: A process of changing the harmonic structure supporting a melody while retaining its
core identity.

- Goal: To create variety, evoke different moods, or explore stylistic diversity within a familiar
melodic framework.

- Application scope: Can be applied to jazz standards, classical compositions, pop songs, or any
melodic material.
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Why Reharmonize?

- To add harmonic interest and complexity.
- To adapt a piece for different styles or genres.
- To create variations for improvisation or arrangement.
- To convey new emotional nuances.

Core Techniques of Reharmonization

Reharmonization techniques can be broadly categorized based on the harmonic modifications
involved. Below are some of the most common and effective methods:

- Substitution of Chords

Chord substitution involves replacing a standard chord with another that functions similarly within the
harmonic context. It?s a cornerstone of reharmonization.

Types of Substitutions:

- Diabolic Substitutions: Using chords with similar functions but different qualities or voicings.

- Example: Replacing a dominant seventh chord with a tritone substitution (see below).

- Tritone Substitution (?IIIdim7 substitution): Replacing a dominant chord with another a half step
away, sharing the same third and seventh.

- Mechanism: The tritone interval between the third and seventh of the original dominant is
preserved in the substitute chord.

- Function: Creates smooth voice-leading and adds chromatic color.
- Example: G7 replaced with Db7 when resolving to C.

- Modal Interchange (Borrowed Chords): Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to add
color and interest.
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- Example: Using a ?VI (e.g., Ab major chord in C major context) to create a modal flavor.

- Chord Extensions and Alterations: Adding 9ths, 11ths, 13ths, or alterations like ?9, ?9, ?5, ?5 to
enrich the harmonic texture.

- Using Non-Functional and Colorful Chords

Introducing chords that do not follow traditional functional harmony can evoke a particular
atmosphere or mood.

- Neapolitan Chord (?II): A major chord built on the lowered second degree of the scale, often
used in minor keys for dramatic effect.

- Augmented Sixth Chords: Such as the Italian (?6), French, and German augmented sixths,
which resolve to the dominant.

- Sus2 and Sus4 chords: Suspended chords that replace thirds for a more open sound.

- Added-tone chords: Incorporating added 9ths, 11ths, or 13ths to create richer harmonic colors.

- Modal Interchange and Borrowed Chords

Modal interchange involves borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to give a different color.

- Common Borrowed Chords:

- Minor iv in Major Key: Creating a more somber or tragic mood.
- Major VI or ?VII chords: For a more folk or modal feel.
- Flat-VI or Flat-VII chords: Borrowed from minor modes or modal scales like Dorian or

Mixolydian.
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- Implementation: Use these chords to extend progressions or to create surprising harmonic
shifts.

- Voice-Leading and Smooth Transitions

Effective reharmonization depends heavily on voice-leading principles, ensuring smooth and logical
movement between chords.

- Stepwise Motion: Prefer chords that transition via minimal movement in individual voices.
- Common Tones: Maintain common tones between chords to create seamless progressions.
- Contrary Motion: Use movement in opposite directions to add interest and clarity.

Strategies and Approaches for Reharmonization

Applying reharmonization techniques requires strategic thinking and a good grasp of harmonic
language. Here are some approaches to consider:

- Analyzing the Original Progression

- Understand functional relationships: tonic, subdominant, dominant.
- Identify key pivot points and chord functions.
- Recognize melodic tendencies and how they relate to chords.

- Defining the Desired Emotional or Stylistic Effect

- Decide whether the goal is to add complexity, change mood, or adapt to a different genre.
- For jazz, more extended and altered chords are common; for classical, subtle substitutions may

be preferred.

- Selecting Appropriate Techniques

- Use substitution to add color.
- Employ modal interchange for mood shifts.
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- Incorporate chromatic mediants or altered chords for dramatic effects.

- Experimentation and Iteration

- Try different substitutions and listen critically.
- Use voice-leading to ensure coherence.
- Record and compare different versions to select the most effective reharmonization.

Examples of Reharmonization in Practice

Classic Jazz Reharmonizations

Jazz musicians frequently reharmonize standards to create new interpretations.

- "Autumn Leaves": Reharmonized with a series of ii-V progressions, tritone substitutions, and
extended chords to add sophistication.

- "All the Things You Are": Frequently reharmonized with chromatic passing chords to increase
harmonic interest.

Classical Reharmonization

Classical composers have historically employed reharmonization techniques:

- Chopin: Used chromaticism and modal interchange in his preludes.
- Bach: Employed pedal points and elaborate voice-leading to create rich harmonic textures.

Pop and Contemporary Music

Pop songs often feature simple progressions reharmonized with borrowed chords or extended
harmonies.

Advanced Concepts in Reharmonization

For seasoned musicians, exploring more complex reharmonization techniques can push harmonic
boundaries further.
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- Polyharmony and Bitonality

Introducing multiple harmonies simultaneously or shifting between tonal centers.

- Modal Mixture and Polytonality

Combining different modes or keys to evoke specific emotional landscapes.

- Use of Non-Standard Tuning and Microtonality

Experimenting with tuning systems to create novel harmonic textures.

Practical Tips for Mastering Reharmonization

- Learn Common Reharmonization Patterns: Study jazz standards and classical works to
internalize typical substitutions.

- Practice Voice-Leading: Develop smooth transitions between chords.
- Transcribe and Analyze: Break down reharmonized arrangements to understand the choices

made.
- Experiment Freely: Don?t be afraid to try unconventional substitutions.
- Use Technology: DAWs and harmonic analysis tools can aid in experimenting with complex

progressions.

Conclusion: Reharmonization as a Creative Tool

Reharmonization is much more than a technical exercise?it's a creative act that allows musicians to
reinterpret, reinvent, and personalize harmonic material. Whether applied subtly to enrich a familiar
tune or boldly to transform its entire character, mastering reharmonization techniques opens a vast
horizon of musical expression. By understanding the underlying principles, exploring various
harmonic devices, and engaging in continuous experimentation, musicians can craft harmonies that
resonate with both their artistic vision and the emotional depth of their audience.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are reharmonization techniques in music composition? Reharmonization
techniques involve altering or replacing the chord progressions of a piece to create new harmonic
colors, add interest, or evoke different emotional responses without changing the original melody
significantly. How can I effectively reharmonize a jazz standard? To reharmonize a jazz standard
effectively, analyze the original chord changes, identify tension points, and experiment with
substituting chords using techniques like modal interchange, tritone substitutions, or adding passing
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chords to create fresh harmonic textures. What are common reharmonization techniques used in
popular music? Common techniques include using diatonic substitutions, modal interchange,
secondary dominants, tritone substitutions, and chromatic mediants to add harmonic interest and
variation within familiar progressions. How does reharmonization influence the emotional impact of a
song? Reharmonization can dramatically change the mood and emotional tone of a song by
introducing unexpected harmonic shifts, creating tension and release, or emphasizing certain lyrical
themes through harmonic color. Are there digital tools or software to assist with reharmonization?
Yes, several digital tools and plugins, such as iReal Pro, Ableton Live, and Logic Pro, offer chord
progression generators and harmonization features that can help musicians experiment with
reharmonization techniques. What are some famous examples of reharmonization in music history?
An iconic example is Miles Davis's reinterpretation of standards like 'My Funny Valentine,' where he
used reharmonization to create a new harmonic landscape, showcasing how artists can reinvent
existing melodies through innovative harmonic changes. How can I learn to develop my own
reharmonization ideas? Start by studying jazz harmony and chord substitution methods, analyze
songs you admire, experiment with different chord options over melodies, and practice improvising
reharmonized versions to build your harmonic vocabulary and creativity. 

 
Related keywords: chord substitution, voice leading, harmony modulation, jazz reharmonization,
chord progression, melodic reharmonization, harmonic analysis, jazz harmony, modal interchange,
secondary dominants
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