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Design example of double cell culvert

A double cell culvert is a vital infrastructure component used in drainage and transportation
networks to safely convey stormwater, groundwater, or other flow types beneath roads, railways, or
embankments. Its design involves careful planning to ensure structural integrity, hydraulic efficiency,
durability, and cost-effectiveness. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the design
example of a double cell culvert, covering its components, design considerations, calculations, and
construction aspects to facilitate engineers and students in understanding this essential civil
engineering structure.

Understanding Double Cell Culverts
What is a Double Cell Culvert?

A double cell culvert consists of two parallel culvert units constructed side by side, usually sharing a
common base or separate footing, designed to increase capacity and reduce flow velocity. These
culverts are typically made from reinforced concrete, steel, or a combination of materials, and are
used where high flow rates or large cross-sectional areas are required.

Applications of Double Cell Culverts

- Road and highway drainage

- Railway embankment drainage

- Agricultural drainage systems

- Urban flood control

- Water conveyance in industrial settings

Components of a Double Cell Culvert

Understanding the main parts aids in designing a robust structure:

- Inlets and Outlets: Structures that facilitate smooth flow entry and exit, often including
headwalls or wing walls.

- Cells (Channels): The two parallel conduit units, which can be circular, rectangular, or other
shapes.
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- Dividers or Walls: Internal walls separating the two cells, which may be solid or perforated
depending on flow requirements.

- Foundation and Base: The supporting structure that bears the load of the culvert and transfers
it to the ground.

- Reinforcement: Steel reinforcement to withstand bending, tension, and shear stresses.

Design Considerations for Double Cell Culvert
Designing a double cell culvert involves multiple factors to ensure safety, functionality, and longevity.

Hydraulic Design

- Flow Capacity: Calculated based on expected maximum flow rates, flood frequency, and safety
margins.

- Hydraulic Gradient: Ensuring the slope facilitates smooth flow without excessive velocity that
could cause erosion.

- Head Loss: Minimizing energy losses due to friction, contraction, expansion, and bends.

Structural Design

- Load Analysis: Considering live loads (traffic), dead loads (self-weight, earth fill), and
environmental loads (wind, seismic activity).

- Material Selection: Durable concrete mixes, corrosion-resistant reinforcement, or steel as per
environmental conditions.

- Foundation Design: Adequate bearing capacity, settlement considerations, and scour protection.

Environmental and Geotechnical Factors
- Soil type and stability
- Groundwater level

- Flood risk and hydrological data
- Erosion potential

Step-by-Step Designh Example of a Double Cell Culvert

To illustrate the design process, consider a hypothetical scenario where a double cell culvert is
required beneath a highway to convey a peak flow of 200 m3/sec during a 50-year flood event.
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1. Site Data Collection

- Hydrological Data: Peak flow rate (Q) = 200 m3/sec
- Soil Data: Cohesionless sandy soil with moderate permeability
- Topography: Slope of 0.5% downstream

2. Hydraulic Design Calculations

- Determine Cross-Sectional Area (A):
Using Manning?s equation for open channel flow:
\[ Q = \frac{1Xn} A R"2/3} SN1/2} \]
Where:
-\( n\) = Manning?s roughness coefficient (~0.013 for concrete)
-\( R\) = Hydraulic radius
-\( S\) = Slope (0.005)
- Select Dimensions for Each Cell:
Assume rectangular cells with width \( b \) and height \( h\).

For simplicity, choose \( b =3\, m\).

Calculate \( h\\) to achieve the required flow, considering two cells in parallel.

- Flow Distribution:

Total flow is split equally: 100 m3/sec per cell.

- Determine Cell Dimensions:

Using Manning?s equation:
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\[ Q_{cell} = \frac{1H{n} \times b \times h \times \frac{h/2}{h} \times \sqrt{h} \times \sqrt{S} \]
Simplify and iterate to find \( h\) for each cell to pass 100 m3/sec.

Supposing calculations yield a height \( h = 2.5\, m\) for each cell with a width \( b=3\, m\), the
cross-sectional area: \( A = b \times h = 7.5\, m"2\).

3. Structural Design Calculations

- Load Considerations:

Calculate dead loads (self-weight of culvert walls and deck), live loads (traffic), and earth pressures.

- Reinforcement Detailing:
Design reinforcement based on bending moments and shear forces, ensuring compliance with
standards like ACI or Eurocode.
- Foundation Design:
Check soil bearing capacity, typically in the range of 100-300 kPa for sandy soils.
Design footing or pile foundation accordingly.

4. Structural and Hydraulic Integration

- Dividers:

Internal walls are designed to withstand flow pressure and prevent water overtopping between cells.

- Inlet and Outlet Structures:
Headwalls, wing walls, and aprons are designed for erosion control and flow transition.

5. Scour and Erosion Protection
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Implement measures like riprap, concrete aprons, or gabions at inlet and outlet to prevent scour.

Construction Aspects of Double Cell Culverts
Material Selection
- Reinforced concrete with corrosion-resistant steel reinforcement
- High-quality aggregates and cement for durability
Formwork and Casting
- Prefabricated forms or on-site casting
- Proper curing to achieve desired strength
Installation and Foundation Preparation
- Excavation to required depth
- Foundation stabilization
- Placement of bedding and scour protection
Quality Control
- Regular inspection of reinforcement placement

- Concrete slump and strength tests
- Alignment and dimensions verification

Design Standards and Codes

Design of double cell culverts must adhere to national and international standards, such as:

- AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications
- Eurocode EN 1992 (Concrete Structures)

- Local geotechnical guidelines

- Hydraulic design manuals

Advantages and Limitations of Double Cell Culverts
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- Advantages:

- Increased capacity for high flow rates

- Reduced flow velocity, minimizing erosion

- Better load distribution and structural stability

- Flexibility in alignment and capacity adjustments

- Limitations:

- Higher initial construction costs
- Complex design and construction process
- Requires precise engineering to prevent overtopping or failure

Conclusion

Designing a double cell culvert is a complex but essential task in civil engineering, requiring a
thorough understanding of hydraulics, structural mechanics, geotechnical considerations, and
environmental factors. By carefully selecting dimensions, materials, and construction methods,
engineers can develop durable, efficient, and cost-effective culverts capable of handling high flow
rates and mitigating flood risks. Whether for highway drainage, railway embankments, or urban
infrastructure, a well-designed double cell culvert ensures safety, longevity, and environmental
protection.

Note: This example provides a simplified overview of the design process. Actual design projects
should be conducted in accordance with detailed standards, site-specific data, and professional
engineering judgment.

Design Example of Double Cell Culvert: A Comprehensive Overview

Understanding the intricacies of double cell culvert design is essential for civil engineers and
infrastructure planners aiming to develop efficient, durable, and cost-effective water passage
solutions. This detailed review explores the fundamental aspects, design procedures,

considerations, and best practices involved in designing a double cell culvert, providing a thorough
guide for practitioners and students alike.

Introduction to Double Cell Culverts
Definition and Purpose

A double cell culvert is a type of box culvert consisting of two parallel or interconnected cells
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designed to facilitate water flow beneath roads, railways, or other structures. These culverts are
preferred in situations where:

- The waterway has a significant width requiring multiple channels.

- Hydraulic capacity needs to be increased without enlarging a single culvert excessively.
- Structural stability and redundancy are desired.

- Fish passage or environmental considerations necessitate specific configurations.

Advantages

- Enhanced hydraulic capacity.

- Redundancy in case of blockages or failures.

- Flexibility in design to accommodate different flow regimes.
- Better management of sediment and debris.

Fundamental Design Principles
Hydraulic Design

- Ensuring the culvert can carry the Peak Discharge (Qmax) without overtopping.

- Maintaining flow velocities within acceptable limits to prevent erosion or scour.

- Sizing the culvert dimensions based on hydrological data and hydraulic calculations.
Structural Design

- Selecting appropriate materials (concrete, steel, or composite).

- Designing for load-bearing capacity, considering live loads (traffic) and dead loads.

- Incorporating provisions for settlement, thermal expansion, and seismic forces.
Environmental and Ecological Considerations

- Facilitating fish passage and aquatic organism movement.

- Minimizing flow disturbance and sedimentation issues.
- Designing for long-term environmental sustainability.

Step-by-Step Design Process



SUPPOSING THE SUBJECT File PDF Vol. 2021, Issue 6

Designing a double cell culvert involves multiple steps, integrating hydrological analysis, hydraulic
calculations, structural considerations, and environmental factors.

1. Hydrological Analysis

- Data Collection: Gather rainfall, runoff, and flow data for the catchment area.

- Design Discharge Estimation: Use methods like Rational Method, Rational Equation, or Rational
Formula for small catchments, or Rational Method for larger ones, to estimate peak flow.

- Return Period Selection: Decide on a return period (e.g., 50 or 100 years) to determine design
flow.
2. Hydraulic Design

- Flow Type Determination: Decide whether flow will be open channel or pressurized.

- Culvert Sizing: Use Manning?s Equation or Chezy?s Formula to determine dimensions ensuring
flow capacity.
Example Calculation:
Suppose the estimated peak discharge (Q) is 50 m3/sec.

- Assume flow is likely to be turbulent, with Manning?s n value based on culvert material (e.qg.,
0.012 for concrete).

- Use the formula to determine the cross-sectional area (A) and dimensions (width, height).

- For a rectangular culvert, the flow capacity (Q) is given by:
\[
Q = \frac{1}{n} A R™N2/3} S"N1/2}

\

where:

- \(A\) = Cross-sectional area.
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- \(R\) = Hydraulic radius.
- \(S\) = Slope of the culvert.

- Iteratively select dimensions to meet or exceed the required capacity.
3. Structural Design and Geometric Configuration
- Cell Dimensions: Decide on the size of each cell (width, height, length).
- Wall Thickness: Determine based on structural load analysis.
- Division Wall: Design internal partition walls considering hydraulic and structural needs.
- End Treatments: Design headwalls, wing walls, or aprons to prevent erosion and facilitate flow
entry/exit.
4. Hydraulic Performance and Velocity Checks
- Ensure velocities stay within safe limits:
- Typically less than 3 m/sec to prevent erosion.
- Adjust dimensions as needed based on velocity calculations.
5. Structural Analysis and Material Selection
- Analyze stresses on walls and base.
- Select reinforcement details (for reinforced concrete culverts).
- Design for load combinations, including traffic loads and possible scour.
6. Environmental and Ecological Design Features
- Incorporate features like fish ladders or bypass channels if required.
- Design for sedimentation control.
- Use environmentally friendly materials and construction practices.
7. Final Detailing and Drawing Preparation

- Prepare detailed drawings covering plan, sections, reinforcement details, and foundation.
- Include construction specifications and material standards.
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Design Example: A Hypothetical Double Cell Culvert
To illustrate the process, consider a hypothetical scenario:
Project Parameters:

- Location: Rural highway crossing.

- Catchment area: 10 km=.

- Peak discharge (Q): 60 m3/sec (assuming a 50-year return period).

- Available space: Limited width, requiring a double cell configuration.

- Soil and foundation conditions: Stable, firm ground.

Design Steps:

- Hydrological Analysis:

- Use Rational Method:

\[
Q=CIiA
\
where:
- \(C = 0.6\) (runoff coefficient),
-\(i = 0.02\, \text{m/hr}\),
- \(A = 10\, \text{km}*2 = 1077\, \text{m}"2\).
- Convert rainfall intensity to m/sec:
\[

i =0.02\, \text{m/hr} = 5.56 \times 10"{-6}\, \text{m/sec}

Vol. 2021, Issue 6
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\

- Compute Q:

\[

Q = 0.6 \times 5.56 \times 107{-6} \times 10"7 = 33.36\, \text{m}*3/sec

\
- Adjust for safety and peak flow, select Q = 60 m3/sec.
- Hydraulic Design:
- Choose a rectangular cross-section for each cell.
- Assume each cell has a width of 3 m and height of 2 m.
- Calculate flow capacity:
- Cross-sectional area per cell:
\[

A = 3\, \text{m} \times 2\, \text{m} = 6\, \text{m}"2

\

- Hydraulic radius:
\[
R = \frac{A{P}
\
where \(P\) is the wetted perimeter:

\[
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P =2 \times (3 + 2) = 10\, \text{m}
\

\[

R = \frac{6}{10} = 0.6\, \text{m}

\

- Assuming a slope \(S = 0.001\), compute velocity:
\[
V =\frac{1Xn} RN2/3} SN1/2}

\

- For \(n=0.012\):
\[
V \approx \frac{140.012} \times 0.6"{2/3} \times 0.001"{1/2}
\
\[

V \approx 83.33 \times 0.6"{0.666} \times 0.0316 \approx 83.33 \times 0.713 \times 0.0316 \approx
1.89\, \text{m/sec}

\

- Flow per cell:
\[

Q_{cell} = A\times V = 6 \times 1.89 \approx 11.34\, \text{m}*3/sec
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\

- Total capacity of two cells:

\[

2 \times 11.34 = 22.68\, \text{m}"3/sec

\

- Since this is less than the required 60 m3/sec, increase dimensions accordingly or add more
cells or change shape (e.g., circular or elliptical).

- Final Dimensions:

- Increase height or width to meet capacity, for example:

- Height: 3 m

- Width: 3 m

- Recalculate velocities and capacities to ensure safety margins.

- Structural and Material Design:

- Use reinforced concrete box culvert with walls and base designed for the load.
- Provide proper bedding and foundation.

- Environmental and Additional Features:

- Install headwalls with wing walls.
- Consider fish passages if required.
- Implement sedimentation basins upstream if necessary.

Structural and Construction Considerations
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Material Selection

- Reinforced concrete is most common due to its strength, durability, and ease of construction.
- Steel or composite materials may be used in specialized cases.

Foundation Design

- Ensure foundation stability considering soil bearing capacity.
- Use granular sub-base or reinforced foundation if necessary.

Joint and Waterproofing

- Design joints to accommodate expansion, contraction, and movement.
- Apply waterproofing membranes to prevent seepage.

Construction Sequence

- Excavation and site preparation.

QuestionAnswer What are the key design considerations for a double cell culvert? Key
considerations include hydraulic capacity, structural integrity, load-bearing capacity, flow distribution
between cells, foundation stability, and environmental impact. Proper sizing and alignment to
accommodate expected flow and terrain are also essential. How is the flow split managed in a
double cell culvert design? Flow split is managed through the shape and size of the cells, inlet and
outlet arrangements, and sometimes with flow control structures. Proper design ensures even
distribution of flow, reduces head loss, and minimizes erosion or sedimentation issues. What
materials are commonly used in constructing a double cell culvert? Common materials include
reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete, steel, and sometimes composite materials. Choice
depends on load requirements, durability, cost, and environmental conditions. Can you provide a
typical example of a double cell culvert design layout? A typical layout features two parallel
rectangular or circular cells with shared or separate inlets and outlets, reinforced walls, and a
common bed. Design often includes wing walls, headwalls, and reinforcement to withstand
environmental loads. What are the advantages of using a double cell culvert over a single cell
design? Double cell culverts offer increased hydraulic capacity, redundancy in case of damage,
better flow distribution, and flexibility in handling variable flow conditions. They can also be designed
to pass larger or more complex flow patterns. How do you determine the appropriate dimensions for
each cell in a double cell culvert? Dimensions are determined based on hydrological analysis,
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expected peak flow, flow velocity limits, structural requirements, and site constraints. Hydraulic
modeling helps optimize cell size for efficient flow and safety. What are common challenges faced
during the construction of double cell culverts? Challenges include ensuring accurate alignment,
managing excavation and foundation stability, controlling flow during construction, handling complex
formwork, and ensuring joint integrity between cells. How does the double cell culvert design impact
environmental considerations? Design must minimize disruption to natural water flow and habitat,
prevent sedimentation and erosion, and incorporate measures for fish passage if necessary. Proper
design and construction reduce environmental footprint. Are there specific codes or standards to
follow when designing a double cell culvert? Yes, design must adhere to local and international
standards such as AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications, Eurocode, or relevant national
codes, which provide guidelines for hydraulic, structural, and environmental considerations. Can a
double cell culvert be designed for both low and high flow conditions? Yes, the design can
incorporate features like adjustable flow control, multiple cells with different sizes, or structural
elements that accommodate a range of flow conditions, ensuring functionality during both normal
and peak flows.

Related keywords: double cell culvert design, culvert engineering, concrete culvert layout, drainage
structure example, culvert load analysis, double box culvert, culvert cross-section, drainage
infrastructure design, culvert construction details, hydraulic performance of culverts



